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Nelson, Infante named EMU's outstanding full-time lecturers

LECTURE HALL: {above, from left) Cecelia Infante, a lecturer in English
language and literature, and Sandra Nelson, a lecturer III in communication
and theatre arts, are this year's winners of EMU's Full-Time Lecturers
Outstanding Teaching Award. The two will be honored at a dinner Feb. 15 at
University House. Each will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque.
Sandra Nelson became a teacher after one of her college professors suggested that
profession was her future. Cecelia Infante was indoctrinated into the profession as a
child, often tagging along with her father, a math professor at Brown University. And her
mother's social activism contributed to how she would conduct her classroom.
Although their roads to teaching were different, colleagues and students alike noticed
their professional dedication this past year. As a result, the two were recently named
recipients of the Fourth Annual Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award.
The award, bestowed by Academic Affairs, requires documentation showing a lecturer's
commitment to the education of students and their ability to facilitate student learning
from effective teaching.
The two will be honored at a dinner Feb. 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m., at University House. Each
will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque.
This is the third consecutive year in which two EMU lecturers (the award was originally
intended for one lecturer) won the award. Rick Rogers, a history and philosophy lecturer,
earned the honor during its inaugural year.
"It is very humbling," said Nelson, who has been a lecturer at EMU since 2000. "This is
exciting, a little overwhelming. I've only been teaching here five years. To have that kind
of recognition in that short of time 1s a real honor.

Infante was just as excited.
"I was dumbfounded and profoundly honored," said Infante, who has been a lecturer of
English language and literature at EMU since 2002. "It just feels great. It also reflects the
culture of this department. I adore it. I wouldn't want to teach anywhere else."
More on this story ...
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Sandra Nelson became a teacher after one of her college professors
suggested that profession was her future. Cecelia Infante was
indoctrinated into the profession as a child, often tagging along with her
father, a math professor at Brown University. And her mother's social
activism contributed to how she would conduct her classroom.
Although their roads to teaching were different, colleagues and students
alike noticed their professional dedication this past year. As a result, the
two were recently named recipients of the Fourth Annual Full-Time
Lecturers Outstanding Teaching Award.
The award, bestowed by Academic Affairs, requires documentation showing
a lecturer's commitment to the education of students and their ability to
facilitate student learning from effective teaching.
The two will be honored at a dinner Wednesday, Feb. 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
at University House. Each will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque.
This is the third consecutive year in which two EMU lecturers (the award
was originally intended for one lecturer) won the award. Rick Rogers, a
history and philosophy lecturer, earned the honor during its inaugural year.
"It is very humbling," said Nelson, who has been a lecturer at EMU since
2000. "This is exciting, a little overwhelming. I've only been teaching here
five years. To have that kind of recognition in that short of time is a real
honor.
Infante was just as excited.
"I was dumbfounded and profoundly honored," said Infante, who has been
a lecturer of English language and literature at EMU since 2002. "It just
feels great. It also reflects the culture of this department. I adore it. I
wouldn't want to teach anywhere else."
Sandra Nelson
Nelson was a junior at Minot State University in North Dakota when one of
her professors steered her toward teaching. At the time, Nelson had
already switched her major from biology to theatre.
"She said, 'you really need to be a teacher.' I said, 'really?' She said,
'yeah,"' Nelson recalled. "She steered me toward theatre and then steered
me toward education. So, I blame her for that."

Today, Nelson, a full
time lecturer III in
communication and
theatre arts, teaches
with a philosophy of
letting young adults and
children be heard.
"Everyone needs to have
a voice. High school kids
become adults so quick
in life," Nelson said.
"They don't always have
their own thoughts or
express their own
thoughts. When I came
here to teach, I knew
that had to be explored.
If no other place, it had
to be my classroom."
Nelson uses a unique
teaching innovation when
she focuses on the
subject of the Holocaust
in her "Drama and Play
DRAMA QUEEN: Sandra Nelson, a lecturer
in Human Experience"
III In communication and theatre arts,
course. She tapes out 4- was one of two EMU lecturers honored
by-6-foot squares on the with the Full-Time Lecturers Outstanding
floor for each of her
Teaching Award. She will be honored Feb.
students. Each student is 15 at University House. Nelson will receive
given five index cards,
a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque for her
achievement.
which represent food.
Five students are called
and told they cannot step out of their square. Students can choose to eat
all of their food at one time, eat some and ration some, or not eat their
food at all.
"I explain the situation is a matter of life and death, and then turn off the
lights," Nelson explained.
The students stand in the dark for five minutes, confused by their
situation. After five minutes, Nelson turns the lights on and asks five more
students to stand in the squares, making for an even tighter situation. The
students with food can choose to keep it for themselves or share it with the
newcomers. The lights are turned off for another five minutes. The
students discuss what's happened.
From the dark, they hear, 'Nazi soldiers have just found your hiding place.
You are now all captured,"' Nelson said. "Instantly, the students are
shocked, are emotionally distraught and amazed at how they feel. We talk
about this activity afterwards and how they felt after they had found out
what the square represented. We discuss how someone might feel if they
lived in this situation for two years, such as what happened to Anne Frank
and her family."

Nelson said this could be used as an introduction to students before
starting a unit on "The Diary of Anne Frank."
"This gives students an opportunity to see how theatre can explore serious
things," she said.
"Her co-curricular work, like her class work, is flawless," said Jessica
"Decky'' Alexander, an associate professor in CTA who, along with Ann
Hammerberg, an EMU Theatre staff member and EMU student, nominated
Nelson for the award. "Closeup, which I founded and continue to direct,
would be less of a program and campus institution without her support,
dedication and innovation."
Undergraduate courses she has taught include: "Drama and Play in Human
Experience," "Fundamentals of Public Speaking," "Introduction to Theatre,"
"Touring to Young Audiences-Instructor/Director," "Improvisation and
Role-Play," and "Technical Theatre for Middle and High School Directors."
She also has taught the latter three courses at the graduate level.
In addition to her teaching, Nelson has participated in numerous campus
events where theatre was a prominent component. These include new
student orientation, SummerQuest, Family Day, EMU's Drama/Theatre for
the Young and Closeup Theatre Troupe.
Nelson received her master's degree in drama/Theatre for the Young from
Eastern Michigan University and her bachelor's degree in communication
and theatre arts (secondary education) from Minot State University in
North Dakota.

Cecelia Infante
Infante has lectured at EMU since 2002. "Renaissance Literature" and
"Writing About Literature" are courses she currently teaches.
She bases her
teaching
philosophy on
three principles
-- reciprocity,
relatedness
and respect -
stressed by
philosopher Nel
Noddings.
Noddings is
well-known for
her work
centered on
the ethics of
caring.

LOVING LITERATURE: Cecelia Infante, a lecturer of

Infante said
she tries to
create a

culture, in her
classroom, of
what America
could be. To
her, that
means "a
group of
diverse individuals all working together to discover knowledge and
actualize themselves. Also, you have to have the highest standards
possible because students always rise to them."
English language and literature, is one of two EMU
lecturers who has won a Full-Time Lecturers
Outstanding Teaching Award. She will be honored
during a ceremony at University House Feb. 15.
Infante will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a
plaque for her achievement.

Infante was introduced to such standards by her father, a math professor
at Brown University, who won several teaching awards and also served as
a dean and provost at the Ivy League school.
"My familiarity with universities was so early. It never occurred to me that
it (my career) wouldn't be teaching," Infante said, describing herself as "a
chip off the old block."
But she was quick to add she knew she wasn't going to be breaking down
algorithms for students.
As a freshman at the University of Minnesota, Infante recalled walking
through the humanities building. She simultaneously heard someone
playing Mozart, another person speaking French and the smell of chalk
dust and textbooks.
It was then that she realized she wanted to teach early Renaissance
literature.
And the way that she teaches, with a strong sense of social conviction, is
influenced by her mother.
"My mother's lifelong activism in civil rights, human rights and
environmentalism profoundly shaped the framework of social justice that I
bring to my work," Infante said.
Infante stressed that literature in history is crucial. The creation,
dissemination and study of texts contributes to the perpetuation and/or
transformation of a culture's beliefs and values system, and the forms of
political and social organization that depend on those ideologies for
legitimacy, she said.
"It's the same thing today. Human beings aren't that original. The
language of the state and the ideology of the power (then) is not really
much different than what we have in place today," Infante said. "We are
subject to history. And literature, in principle, is an agent in perpetuating
power dynamics."
Infante said that language itself is imbued with the biases and assumptions
of culture.
"I present Renaissance drama as if the art's response to its state and
religious ideologies had immediate and determining power over my

students' lives now," Infante explained. "It is crucial to their understanding
of, and control over, their lives now to see themselves in the conspicuous
pronouncements and tangible silences of their literary inheritance."
"When I've had students in my courses who have had Cecilia for earlier
classes, they consistently cite her as the best teacher they've had at EMU,"
said Linda Adler-Kassner, associate professor of English language and
literature, who was one of three professors who nominated Infante. "Not
one of the best, but the single best one. She pours her soul into her work
and the results are (unsurprisingly) fantastic."
In addition to her teaching, Infante has assisted in the development and
implementation of a data collection process to assess the success of EMU's
English Department Writing Program.
Infante received her doctorate of philosophy in English language and
literature and her master's degree in English language and literature, both
from the University of Michigan. She received her bachelor's degree in
English language and literature from the University of Minnesota and
University of Paris, France.
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As the winner of the NCAA heptathlon title in 2005, Eastern Michigan
University track and field athlete Lela Nelson ('05) is used to being in elite
company.
Jan. 31, 2006 issue

EMU women's track
standout named
finalist for Free
Press' "Michigan's
Best" honor

-·----

By Ward Mullens
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Her next competition is no different. It will pit her against Detroit Piston
Chauncey Billups, Detroit Red Wings forward Brendan Shanahan and boxer
Floyd Mayweather, Jr. She's up against the best athletes in the state and
she can't win without help.
Nelson, of Detroit, is one of 22 Michigan athletes
to be named a finalist for the Detroit Free Press'
"Michigan's Best" honor. The honor allows fans to
vote for the top three athletes, amateur and
professional, in Michigan for 2005. Past winners
of the award, which was first given out in 1986,
include 2004 winner Ben Wallace of the Detroit
Pistons, Michigan State men's basketball coach
Tom Izzo and former Detroit Lions running back
Barry Sanders. No one from EMU has ever won
the award.
Nelson won the heptathlon title and finished third
in the long jump at the NCAA track and field
competition in Sacramento, Calif. last June. She
scored a personal-best 5,878 points in the
Nelson
heptathlon, setting five other personal-best
marks after entering the meet seeded 21st. She won the heptathlon long
jump (21 feet-2 inches), 100-meter hurdles (13.49 seconds) and 200
meters (23.78). Nelson finished fifth in the heptathlon and 19th in the long
jump at the USA Outdoor Track and Field Championships in June.
The heptathlon features seven different competitions. Events include the
100-meter hurdles, the high jump, shot, 200 meters, long jump, javelin
and 800 meters.
Anyone can cast a ballot, but all ballots must rank the top three athletes.
No ballots without three choices will be counted. Only ballots clipped from
the Detroit Free Press will be counted. Photocopies of the ballot will not be
accepted. All entries must be postmarked by Thursday, Feb. 2. Ballots
should be mailed to Michigan's Best, Detroit Free Press Sports Dept., 600
W. Fort St., Detroit, MI 48226.
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Feature
-he Eastern Michigan University E-Club has announced the addition of four
f.ormer athletic greats, three coaches and a sports physician into the EMU
Athletic Hall of Fame as members of the Class of 2005.
Jan. 31, 2006 issue
E-Club Athletic Hall
of Fame to induct
eight

By Ron Podell

-he eight new members will be honored at an official induction ceremony
Saturday, Feb. 11, beginning at 10:30 a.m., in the atrium of the
Convocation Center. A reception will follow at noon in the Stadium Club.
-he Class of 2005 includes: Sara Seegers, softball; Harold Simons,
basketball and later a men's basketball and men's golf coach; Tommy
Asinga, men's track; Dan Boisture, football coach; Ben Braun, men's
basketball coach; Hamilton Morningstar, men's track; Dr. Waldomar
Roeser, chief orthopedic specialist for the athletic department; and Dan
Scrmitz, baseball.
The E-Club, a group of former EMU varsity letter winners, sponsors the Hall
,)f Fame and has a selection committee to determine the inductees. The
2005 class will be the 30th inducted into the Hall of Fame, which started
·-vith the inaugural class in 1976.
This year's induction ceremony and reception is scheduled prior to the
::MU-Miami (Ohio) women's basketball game, which has a 2 p.m. tip-off.
The Hall of Fame inductees will be introduced at halftime.
Tickets for the Hall of Fame ceremony are $35 each, which includes the
nduction ceremony, reception and a ticket for the women's basketball
;iame. Hall of Fame tickets can be ordered from the EMU Athletics Office by
:ailing 487-1050.
The Hall of Fame was relocated from Bowen Field House to the EML
:onvocation Center with the induction of the Class of 2001. The hall is
ocated in the atrium of the Convocation Center and is open to the public
:in a daily basis at no charge.

A complete biography of the Class of 2005 is as follows:
Sara Seegers (1995 graduate) was an
outstanding softball player who earned four
varsity letters (1990-93). She was named
first-team All-Mideast Region and first-team
All-Mid-American Conference as a senior in
1993. Seegers set five single-season records
in that year, for games played (66), at bats
(218), runs scored (47), hits (86) and stolen
bases (42). All five records still stand.
Her .394 batting average that year was the
second best in school history. Seegers is still
ranked in career statistics in stolen bases
(2nd-72), batting average (3rd-.311), runs
scored (4th-94), and hits (7th-172).
���=:===���:::::!
Harold
Seegers
Simons
(1969 and 1971 graduate). At EMU,
Simosn was an outstanding
basketball player and later a coach
in two sports, men's basketball and
men's golf. He earned three varsity
basketball letters (1965-68) and
finished his career with 698 points.
He helped lead EMU to a second
place finish in the 1966 President's
Athletic Conference with an 11-1
record. Simons served as co-captain
of the 1967-68 team that won the
NAIA District championship and
advanced to the NAIA national
tournament. He played on EMU
basketball teams that were 53-19
during his three seasons.
After graduating, he went on to
Simons
become an assistant men's
basketball coach at EMU from 1968-76 and also handled the men's golf
head coaching duties from 1969-72. His 1969-70 men's golf team placed
14th in the NAIA and 18th in the NCAA-College Division nationals. The
1970-71 golf team finished 11th in the NCAA-College Division and his

Seegers

scored (4th-94), and hits (7th-172).

Harold Simons (1969 and 1971
graduate). At EMU, Simosn was an
outstanding basketball player and
later a coach in two sports, men's
t::asketball and men's golf. He
earned three varsity basketball
letters (1965-68) and finished his
career with 698 points. He helped
lead EMU to a second-place finish in
t,e 1966 President's Athletic
Conference with an 11-1 record.
Simons served as co-captain of the
1967-68 team that won the NAIA
District championship and advanced
t:> the NAIA national tournament. He
i:layed on EMU basketball teams
t!"iat were 53-19 during his three
seasons.
After graduating, he went on to
become an assistant men's
Simons
basketball coach at EMU from 196876 and also handled the men's golf head coaching duties from 1969-72.
His 1969-70 men's golf team placed 14th in the NAIA and 18th in tre
NCAA-College Division nationals. The 1970-71 golf team finished 11th in
the NCAA-College Division and his 1971-72 team went 10-1 in dual-meet
2ction and finished sixth in the NCAA-College Division. Simons was
selected as EMU's Alumni Golfer of the Year in 1996.
He went on to become a highly successful boys basketball and golf coach
at Ann Arbor Huron High School.
Tommy Asinga (1994 graduate) was
an outstanding track performer for
EMU from 1991-94, earning All
American honors five times as an
800-meter runner and on several
relay teams.
Asinga also competed in three
Olympic Games (1988, 1992, 1996)
for his home country, Suriname, and
served as his country's flag-bearer at
the '92 Olympics in Barcelona, Spain.
He turned in a third-place finish in the
800 meters at the Pan-Am Games in
1991, finished second in the 800meter run at the 1991 NCAA Outdoor
Championships and was sixth n the
1992 NCAA Indoor Championships.
He also ran the anchor leg on EMU's
.
Asmga
winning 3,200-meter relay team at
the 1993 NCAA Indoor Championships.
Asinga was a finalist at the 1991 World University Games in England and
also competed in the 1991 and 1995 World Championships.

As an Eagle, he won the 800-meter title four consecutive times at the Mid
American Conference Outdoor T-ack and Field Championships from 199194. Asinga almost fared as well indoors, capturing three 800-meter MAC
titles from 1992-94. He also found success at the 400 meters, finishing
second outdoors three consecut ve years, from 1992-94. In addition, he
ran on three straight, win ning 3 200-meter relay teams at the Drake Relays
and helped EMU's 4 x 400-meter relay team win the MAC outdoor crown
twice (1991, 1994) .
He graduated from Tuskegee University School of Veterinary Medicine in
1998 and is a practicing veterinarian.
Dan Boisture served as
head coach of EMU's
football team for seven
seasons (1967-73) and
had a 45-20-3 record
(.684), the best winning
percentage of any football
coach in school history.
He led the team to seven
consecutive winning
seasons and also
produced the longest
unbeaten streak in school
history at 13 games
during the 1970 and 1971
seasons. Boisture led the
'71 squad to a 7-0-2
record, which included
EMU's first-ever postseason bowl game, the
Boisture
Pioneer Bowl. The 1971 team earned a No. 1 national ranking in the NCAA
College Division.
Boisture coached six EMU players that earned All-American honors. He
eventually went on to coach the Detroit Wheels of the World Football
League.
Ben Braun served as EMU's head
men's basketball coach from 19851996 before leaving to take over the
head coaching duties at the
University of California-Berkeley. In
his 10 1/2 seasons as EMU's head
coach, he led Eastern to the most
successful decade in school history in
the NCAA Division I ranks, finishing
as the winningest head coach in
school history with an 185-132
record.
During his EMU tenure, he was
named Mid-American Conference
Coach of the Year three times (198788, 1990-91, 1995-96). During those
three years, he directed the
basketball team to Mid-American
Conference and MAC Tournament

Championships, as well as three
NCAA post-season tournament
appearances, including a "Sweet 16" appearance in 1995-96. Braun also
coached the 1994-95 team to the school's first-ever National Invitation
-ournament (NIT).
Braun

He was chosen to be the head coach of the United States team at the
1-tlaccabiah Games in Israel in 1989 and led the team to a silver medal,
losing the championship game to host Israel.
Before joining EMU, Braun enjoyed great success at Siena Heights College,
recording a 148-103 record in eight seasons as the head coach. During his
tenure at Siena Heights, Braun was the winningest head coach of all of the
-=our-year Michigan colleges. He was named NAIA Michigan Coach of the
·rear in 1981-82.
Hamilton Morningstar (1940 graduate) was an
)utstanding high jumper and pole-vaulter on the
:rack team. He won numerous awards as a
:ollegiate AAU competitor, including finishing
;econd nationally in the decathlon at the 1938
\Jational AAU Championships. That same year,
"lorningstar also won the National Sigma Delta
::>si title, competing in 12 events against a field
-epresenting 47 universities. He went on to set
11any national age-group track and swimming
-ecords after retiring.
He coached track and cross-country at Bad Axe
3nd Ann Arbor.

Morningstar

Morningstar died Nov. 14, 1995.
K':l!l�II ....-="""• Dr. Waldomar Roeser has served the Eastern
Michigan University athletic department as its
chief orthopedic specialist for 35 years (19712006). He has been active with assisting all of the
EMU varsity sports teams and continues to serve
the department.

Roeser

Roeser attended the University of Michigan from
1953-56, where he was a Regents Alumni Scholar
(1954), a Moses Gomberg Scholar in Chemistry
(1955-56) and a recipient of the Rollo E.
Mccotter Anatomy Award (1957). He completed
medical school at the University of Michigan in
1960 and served an internship trere for two
years.

From 1962-71, Roeser was a member of the Army Medical Corps, where he
was a Lieutenant Colonel. He served 1 1/2 years as a MASH surgeon and a
Division Surgeon during the Vietnam War (1968-70). Roeser earned
numerous honors during his career, including the Bronze Star, with a Four
Oak Leaf Cluster while serving in the Army.
Roeser entered private practice with Orthopedic Surgery Associates, P.C.,
from 1971-1999, and is currently a member of the University of Michigan,
Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Division of MedSport, and an assistant
professor.

Dr. Waldomar Roeser has served the Eastern
M ichigan University athletic department as its
chief orthopedic specialist for 35 years (1971-2006). He has been active
with assisting all of the EMU varsity sports teams and continues to serve
the department.
Roeser

Roeser attended the University of Michigan from 1953-56, where he was a
Regents Alumni Scholar (1954), a Moses Gomberg Scholar in Chemistry
(1955-56) and a recipient of the Rollo E. Mccotter Anatomy Award (1957).
He completed medical school at the University of Michigan in 1960 and
served an internship there for two years.
From 1962-71, Roeser was a member of the Army Medical Corps, where he
was a Lieutenant Colonel. He served 1 1/2 years as a MASH surgeon and a
Division Surgeon during the Vietnam War (1968-70). Roeser earned
numerous honors during his career, including the Bronze Star, with a Four
Oak Leaf Cluster while serving in the Army.
Roeser entered private practice with Orthopedic Surgery Associates, P.C.,
from 1971-1999, and is currently a member of the U niversity of Michigan,
Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Division of MedSport, and an assistant
professor.
Dan Schmitz (1979
graduate) was one of the
outstanding baseball
players i n EMU history,
earning four letters from
1974-77. He played
second base on two
teams that went to the
NCAA College World
Series, including the 1976
team that was the
runner-up to national
champion Arizona and the
1975 squad that was fifth
in the nation.
Schmitz was named to
Schmitz
the NCAA College World
Series All-Star team in 1976 and was selected honorable mention All-Mid
American Conference that same year. He led EMU i n runs scored i n 1976
and 1977, and i n stolen bases in 1977. Schmitz finished second on the
1977 team in hitting with a .339 average and served as a co-captain. He
fin ished his EMU career with a .294 batti ng average and a .975 fielding
percentage. He played on a U nited States All-Star Team in the summer of
1976.
Schmitz was chosen in the 20th round of the 1977 Major League Baseball
Draft by the New York Yankees and played eight seasons of minor league
baseball. He also coached in the minor leagues for three years and led his
Visalia (Calif.) team to the Northern Division pennant i n 1986.
He spent the 1988-90 seasons as an assistant coach at EMU before being
named head coach at Bowling Green State University in 1990. Now in his
16th season as BGSU's head baseball coach, Schmitz has a 409-362-4
record and has led the Falcons to four MAC East Division titles, two MAC
Tournament championships and two NCAA regional berths. He has more
wins than any coach in BGSU history.
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Feature
Donors were in a giving mood for the 2005 holiday season, demonstrated
by a marked increase in gifts to the EMU Foundation.
Jan. 31, 2006 issue
December gifts to
EMU show
significant gain;
exceed $1.3 million

-·---

By Ward Mullens
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The EMU Foundation received $1,354,538 million, with a total of 3,757
gifts in December 2005. This places total giving at $4 million to date and
represents a significant gain compared to December 2004, when $920,522
in cash, stock and gifts-in-kind was received.
"Giving is up as a result of increased
communications with EMU alumni and
friends, who are responding to the needs
of our students and to the great programs
that EMU has to offer," said Thomas
Stevick, interim vice president for
advancement and interim executive
director, EMU Foundation.

E:tstem Michig.m Unh•ersity

FOUNDATION

Included in the December 2005 total is an additional gift of $200,000 from
Phil Jenkins, friend and local philanthropist, who has donated more than
$500,000 to EMU to date. His generosity supports Jenkins-Tracy
Expendable Scholarships in the College of Education's Leadership and
Counseling Department. Last year, his gift provided tuition for 16
graduate-level students.
Jenkins owned Sweepster, Inc., which manufactures attachment, walk
behind, self-propelled and airport runway sweepers for all types of
equipment used around the globe. His unselfish philanthropy also has
funded the creation of the Generations Together center in Dexter where
preschool children and senior citizens learn daily from each other. He is an
avid supporter of the expansion of the Ann Arbor Hands-On M useum and
the Ann Arbor Neutral Zone.
With his scholarship gift to EMU, Jenkins hopes to help address a critical
shortage of trained school administrators and counselors in Michigan and
the nation.

ttp ://www.emich.edu/focus_emu/01 3 1 06/decembergifts. html
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Trip to National
Underground
Railroad Freedom
Center, cultural
performances
highlight EMU's
Black History Month

By Ron Podell

__
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A visit to the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, lectures and
performances by African-American artists, and showings of a number of
African-American-themed movies pepper Eastern Michigan University's
Black History Month schedule.
"It is extremely important to celebrate Black History Month to honor those
Black Americans that have made rich contributions to who we are as a
nation," said Kay Woodie!, EMU's interim associate director of diversity
programs. "Although the government has designated February as Black
History Month, in many ways the Eastern Michigan campus begins this
celebration with the Martin Luther King programming. Our challenge as a
campus culture is not to celebrate Black History only during February or
Native Americans only in November, but to celebrate all of our heritages
during the entire year."

b

Students, faculty and staff will have
the opportunity to see the National

Underground Railroad Freedom
Center Saturday, Feb. 11, in

Cincinnati, Ohio. Using the
Underground Railroad as a lens
through which to explore a range of
freedom issues, the Freedom Center
offers lessons and reflections on the
struggle for freedom in the past, in the
present and for the future. Discover
the power of one voice - shared with
many - by speaking out about the meaning of freedom.

U FREEDOM CENTER
NatlOMl Unduground R11llroad

Tickets are $20 for EMU students and $40 for faculty and staff. Cost
includes roundtrip transportation, lunch, an admission ticket and a guided
tour. A bus departs at 8 a.m. from in front of Bowen Field House and
returns at 11 p.m.
You'll find yourself tapping your feet to the beat during Decadance
Theatre Friday, Feb. 17, Pease Auditorium, 8 p.m. Cost is $5 for EMU

students and $12 for the general public. A DJ and MC drive the beat on
stage as eight aggressive hip-hop dancers "mash up" Stravinsky's classic
ballet, "The Firebird ." Using hip-hop's four elements, the performance
creates a fantastical, urban narrative.
Imani Winds comes to

EMU for two days,
Sunday, Feb. 19, 5 p.m.,
Pease Auditorium; and
Monday, Feb. 20, 3 p.m.,
in Sponberg Theatre. The
first night features a wind
quartet concert exploring
the links between
European, African and
American music traditions
with this dynamic and
critically acclaimed young
ensemble. On Feb. 20,
enjoy "The Art of the

Spiritual," a
Imani Winds
lecture/demonstration
examining the history of spirituals and their effect on classical,
contemporary and world music. Both events are free and open to the
public.
Other Black History Month activities scheduled on campus include:
• Three EMU professors give an oral interpretation of African-American
history during, "The Black Express," Wednesday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.,
Multicultural Lounge, King Hall.
• The film, " Panther," will be screened Thursday, Feb. 2, 3-5 p.m.,
Halle Library Auditorium. Spike Lee's "School Daze," will be shown
that evening, 7-9 p.m., Halle Library Auditorium.
• "The College Minstrel Show," a humorous look at the appearance
and behavior of the black college student, is scheduled Tuesday,
Feb. 7, 7 p.m., in the. First-Year Center.
Poet Thea Monyee presents
"Mahogany Blue,"

Monyee

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 8-9 p.m.,
main dining area, McKenny
Union. Monyee has performed
on HBO's Peabody Award
winning Def Poetry Jam series
twice and on BET's "The Way
We Do It." Her versatility
ranges from no nonsense,
relationship hangover, and
bitter woman vibe to funny and
revealing life testimonies.

• The film, "Glory," will be screened Thursday, Feb. 9, 3-5 p.m., Halle
Library Auditorium. Steven Spielberg's "The Color Purple," will be
shown that evening, 7-9 p.m., Halle Library Auditorium.
• Artist/producer Molefi K. Asante
presents "500 Years Later," a
film with poetic narration
Thursday, Feb. 16, 5 p.m., Halle
Library Auditorium.

Beautifu
l.
And U � Too
g

• Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton,
a human rights activist and
auxiliary bishop of Detroit since
1968, speaks Thursday, Feb. 16,
8 p.m., Alumni Room, McKenny
Union.
• A Students of Color Leadership
Summit is scheduled all day
Saturday, Feb. 18, McKenny
Union.

M.K. ASANTE. JR. 0
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• "The Art of the Spiritual," a
lecture/demonstration examining Asante
the history of spirituals and their effect on classical, contemporary
and world music, is scheduled Monday, Feb. 20, 3 p.m., Sponberg
Theatre, in the Quirk Building.
• Patricia Campbell, an Irish activist, will be the keynote speaker
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 6-9 pm., Carillon Room, Halle Library.

• A Multicultural Career Fair is scheduled Tuesday, Feb. 21, noon-5
p.m., McKenny Union Ballroom. The actual fair runs 2-4 p.m., with
programing (resume writing, job interview skills, dress for success,
etc.) scheduled noon-2 p.m. and 4-5 p.m.
"The most exciting part of Black History Month, as well as the other
heritage celebration months, is that the programming is very student
driven. Diversity Programs provides amazing opportunities to EMU students
for learning beyond the classroom," Woodie! said. "I have been amazed at
the passion of our black students at Eastern Michigan and how that passion
drives outstanding MLK and Black History programming."
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Voices of diverse
women headline
Campus Life's Arts &
Entertainment
Series

By Abby Pa lmer
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Campus Life has lots in store for the Arts and Entertainment series this
winter. Laugh until you cry during Scott McCloud's comedy lecture, get up
and dance during Decadance Theatre's hip-hop performance and even
learn about feng shui from James Randi.
"This winter, we're showcasing a vibrant and contemporary mix of
performers and speakers," said Melissa Ginotti, associate director,
McKenny Union and Campus Life. "We're particularly excited about the
powerful voices of women representing an incredible range of genres,
cultures and talents that you'll see over the next few months."
Don't miss a chance to see the National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center Saturday, Feb. 1 1, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Using the
Underground Railroad as a lens through which to explore a range of
freedom issues, the Freedom Center offers lessons and reflections on the
struggle for freedom in the past, in the present and for the future. Discover
the power of one voice - shared with many - by speaking out about the
meaning of freedom. Tickets are $20 for EMU students and $40 for faculty
and staff. Cost includes roundtrip transportation, lunch, an admission ticket
and a g uided tour. A bus departs at 8 a.m. from in front of Bowen Field
House and returns at 1 1 p.m.
Tickets are now o n
sale for EMU's
"Stomp"
excursion,
scheduled
Saturday, March
18, at Michigan
State University's
Wharton Center for
the Performing
Arts. This
international
percussion
sensation uses
everything but
conventional
percussion
instruments matchboxes,
wooden poles,
brooms, garbage
Stomp
cans, Zippo lighters
and h ubcaps - to fill the stage with magnificent rhythm. Tickets are $30
for EMU students and $50 for faculty and staff. The price includes roundtrip
transportation, admission to the show and dinner at a local restaurant in
East Lansing. Limit is two tickets per student ID. For tickets, call 487-2282.
A bus will be departing at approximately 4 p.m. from in front of Bowen
Field House, and returning by 11 p.m.
You'll find yourself tapping your feet to the beat during Decadance
Theatre Friday, Feb. 17, Pease Auditorium, 8 p.m. Cost is $5 for EMU
students and $ 1 2 for the general public. A DJ and MC drive the beat on

stage as eight aggressive hip-hop dancers "mash up" Stravinsky's classic
ballet, "The Firebird." Using hip-hop's four elements, the performance
creates a fantastical, urban narrative. This event also is part of Black
History Month.
Imani Winds
comes to EMU for
two days, Sunday,
Feb. 19, 5 p.m.,
Pease Auditorium;
and Monday, Feb.
20, 3 p.m., in
Sponberg Theatre.
The first night,
Imani Winds will
present a wind
quartet concert
exploring the links
between European,
African and
American music
traditions with this
dynamic and
critically acclaimed
'-------------'-----=---,._,.=;.,-'-..;:e_--='--'
young ensem ble. On
. .
Iman, Winds
Feb. 20, enjoy "The
Art of the Spiritual," a lecture/demonstration examining the history of
spirituals and their effect on classical, contemporary and world music. Both
events are free and open to the public. This event also is part of Black
History Month.
Be a part of a conversation about corporate ethics
with Bethany Mclean, the journa list who broke the
Enron story in 2001. Mclean will speak Wednesday,
March 8, 7 p.m., in the McKenny Union Ballroom.
Mclean, a senior writer at Fortune magazine, also co
authored "The Smartest Guys in the Room : The
Amazing Rise and Scandalous Fall of Enron." This
event is presented free by Campus Life and co
sponsored by the College of Business, the Eastern
Echo and Women's Studies. This event also is part of
Women's History Month.

Mclean

Enjoy a soul-stirring
performance by Voices of
Africa Sunday, March 19, 8
p.m., in Pease Auditorium.
Voices fo Africa is a dynamic
ensemble of African
descendant women who play
drums, perform four- and
five-part a capella
harmonies, and West African
percussions spanning the
.______....J culture and traditions of the
Voices of Africa
African Diaspora. The event
is free and open to the public. The group will provide an educational
performance for K-8 schools Monday, March 20, 1 1 a.m., Pease
Auditorium.
Scott McCloud will make you cry from laughing so hard during his
comedy lecture, "Understanding Comics," Monday, March 20, 7 p.m.,
McKenny Union Ballroom. Through his books, "Understanding Comics" and
"Reinventing Comics," he explains the inner workings of the medium and

examines many aspects of visual communication along the way.
James Randi, magician and escape artist, tireless

investigator and demystifier of paranormal and
pseudoscientific claims, visits campus Thursday,
March 23, 7 p.m., in the McKenny Union Ballroom.
Randi's lecture, "Quackery and Health Scams in the
New Millennium," debunks healing claims of the
new age, from feng shui to touch therapy to a
variety of homeopathic remedies. He reveals how
fake cures and subtle swindles are more popular
today than at any other time in history. The lecture
is free and open to the public.

Randi

Diva, one of the nation's
foremost big band jazz
orchestras, swings into campus
Friday, April 7, 8 p.m., in Pease
Auditorium. In its review, Jazz
Times raves, "The band punched,
kicked, roared and swung with a
disciplined abandon and an
unaffected joie de vivre . " The
cost is $5 for EMU students and
$12 for the general public.

Diva

Tickets are available at the
Convocation Center by calling
487-2282 or the Quirk Theatre
Box Office at 487-1221. For more
information on Campus Life's
complete winter Arts &
Entertainment lineup, visit
www.emich.edu/ campuslife or

call Campus Life at 487-3045. - Ron Podell contributed to this report.
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EMU students team
up with NFL to
tackle diversity
issues
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By

Ward Mullens

With the National Footbal l League's spotlight squarely focused on Detroit
for the upcoming Super Bowl, Eastern Michigan University students are
ready to entertain and educate.
EMU students in the Closeup Theatre Troupe and students in the physical
education program of the College of Health and Human Services teamed
with the NFL multicultural outreach program, "One World.One Detroit," to
promote cultural awareness and understanding Jan. 28.
Closeup, a group
of 10 students,
performed
scenes that
tackle issues
related to race
and affirmative
action as part of
an icebreaker for
the Super Bowl
host committee
a s well as three
groups of 250
young people.
Students from
the physical
education
program
conducted
interactive
sessions in non
traditional
physical
activities, such
3S wheelchair
basketball, as
part of a cultural
jiversity fair.

NFL CLOSEUP: Eastern Michigan University's
Closeup Theatre Troupe {above) and students in
the physical education program of the College of
Health and Human Services teamed with the NFL
multicultural outreach program, "One World. One
Detroit," to promote cultural awareness and
understanding. The performance, an icebreaker
for the Super Bowl host committee, took place Jan.
28 at the new Boll Family YMCA in Detroit.

Both the fair and the Closeup performances took place at the new Boll
Family YMCA in Detroit.
'This is a wonderful way to use the energy of Super Bowl week to talk
:ibout race, culture and diversity," said M aryJo Desprez, co-director of
:::loseUp. "For students from E'v1U, one of the most diverse campuses in the
3rea, to be a part of this is just a wonderful opportunity."
'We don't usually perform for ;;iroups outside of universities' students,"
;aid Jessica "Decky" Alexander, co-director of Closeup. "We wanted to see
f our work translates to different audiences."
The "One World" outreach program was created by the NFL as a way to
:1ddress fear, prejudice and stereotyping among young people in a post-

Sept. 11 world. The NFL identified a need to create a school curriculum to
help young people appreciate diversity and ensure that the legacy of the
Sept. 11 tragedy is not one of hate, but one of unity, respect and
understaflding.
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Robert Citino, an EMU professor of history, recently did battle with Oliver

North - at least in the realm of book sales for the M ilitary Book Club.
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Citino does battle with
Oliver North in Military
Book Club

By Ron Podell
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Robert Citino
Linda Yohn
Michael Wjl iams
Malverne Vi. in borne
Margrit Zinggeler
Daniel Holt?claw
Jean Olivier
Gagrr_on -Gord illq,_
Andrew W�lock
and Matt Bohnet
Andrew W�lock,
Kevin HOWE,
Rontrell Wcodruff
�nd Michae
Richardson
Melissa Motschall
CHHS facu l:y_
Geome Liepa
Joanne Cariglia
Cory Emal

--·---
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Citino's latest book, "The German Way of W3r" (University Press of Kansas
2005), is one of two selections of the month for the club. The other is "War
Stories III: The Men Who Defeated Hitler," by North .
"The competition is fierce," said
Citino. "There is no area of historical
scholarship that rivals World War II
in terms of number of books
published. Clearly the club thinks
my book will have broad appeal to
their readers, and I couldn't be
happier about it."
If placement in the monthly MBC
magazine is any ind ication, Citino
may have an advantage. The
description of his book is listed on
the first two pages, while North's is
on the following two pages. Of
course, that could just be an
alphabetical order thing .

YOUR MAIN SELECTIONS: ;

· FAST & FURIOUS

THE GERMAN
WAY OF WAR

"The German Way of War" traces
blitzkrieg back to its roots and
examines the military philosophy
used by Frederick the Great to crush
foes twice the size of his forces. It
also offers a complete breakdown of
Germany's war doctrine in the first
World War and gives an answer to
what made Germany so formidable
in WWII.
PISTOLS AT DAWN: Robert Citino, an

• THE LATEST FROM
OLIVER NORTH

WAR STORIES Ill

In its write-up about Citino's book,
MBC magazine said that "'The
German Way of War' provides the
best answer we've ever read," for
the question of how the Blitzkrieg
style of warfare developed.

EMU professor of history, went up
against Oliver North - literary
speaking - as both had books of the
montn with the Military Book Club
during January.

Citino has written seven books about WWII. Two of his previous books,
"Blitzkrieg to Desert Storm: The Evolution o = Operational Warfare,'' and "Quest
for Decisive Victory: From Stalemate to Blitikrieg in Europe, 1899-1940" have
been offered by the Military Book Club and the History Book Club. However,
"The German Way of War" marks the first ti11e Citino's work has been a
featured selection.

Linda Yoh n , music director and morning
jazz host at 89.1, WEMU, Eastern Michigan
University's public radio station, co-hosted
���;;;-,,��._, the national broadcast of Jazz at Lincoln
Center's tribute to Detroit jazz Jan. 1 5 on
89 . 1 . Part of its series of tributes to "Great
American Jazz Cities," Jan. 10-15, Jazz At
Lincoln Center honored the jazz legends
and musical lore of Detroit with the
"Detroit: Motor City Jazz Festival." Yohn
also produced a 15-minute "intermission"
feature on Detroit jazz, interviewing
Yohn
Detroit jazz leaders on the musical history
of Detroit jazz and its future.
Michael Williams, professor of nursing, recently passed the new Certified
Nurse Educator (CNE) exam administered by the National Leagues for Nursing.
He took the inaugural adrrinistration of the exam, and is one of the first
individuals in the world to be certified.
Malverne Winborne, wh::i works with EMU's charter
schools, has been elected chairman of the Board of Directors
of Southeastern Michigan Blood Services Region for the Red
Cross. Winborne has been with the board for 12 years. Blood
Services Region is responsible for a $74.4 million budget and
collects nearly 250,000 urits of blood a year that are
distributed to 50 hospitals in Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair,
Washtenaw and Wayne coun:ies.
Margrit Zinggeler, professor of foreign languages and
bilingual studies, recently received a $3,600 grant from
Winborne
DAAD (German American Exchange Program). The grant will
pay for room and board for a one-week trip to Germany in May 2006 (right
after winter semester). Zinggeler hopes to take up to 10 students with her.
Daniel
Holtzclaw,
a
freshman
linebacker on EMU's football team, was
recently named to the Football Writers
Association of America ( FWAA) Freshman
All-American Team. For his play in 2005,
Holtzclaw also was named to the
Freshman All-America Third Team by
both
CollegeFootballNews.com
and
Football News.
Senior defensive end Jean Olivier
Gagnon-Gordillo and junior place kicker
Andrew Wellock were selected to the
2005 ESPN The Magazine Academic All
District IV University Division Football
Team. The two, in addition to senior
quarterback
Matt
Bohnet,
earned
.t:_
:�
E::::.:L:::.:.,:;.;..:_...;::_..!:'.::!:'.::=�::;:::��::.:_
Academic All-MAC honors.
Holtzclaw
The EMU football team placed four players on the 2005 All-Mid-American
Conference teams voted on by the league's 12 head coaches. EMU junior
placekicker Andrew Wellock was named to the All-MAC first team for the
second consecutive year. EIJIU junior defensive end Kevin Howe and senior
strong safety Rontrell Woodruff were selected as second-team All-MAC
players and junior linebacker Michael Richardson was selected honorable

mention.
The Detroit Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) honored
EMU's Melissa Motschall recently with the 2005 Robert Hefty Distinguished
Service Award.
Motschall, of Grosse Pointe Farms, was cited last November for her outstanding
work as an adviser, educator and trainer in the public relations field. The award,
named after the late Robert Hefty, a long-time PRSA-Detroit board member and
senior public relations executive, recognizes outstanding service to the chapter
and excellence i n public relations.
Currently a professor of public relations at Eastern Michigan,
Motschall has taught EMU's undergraduate and graduate
level courses in public relations and professional writing
since 1995. She also works closely with young professionals
and is the adviser to the Eleanor Wright Chapter of the Public
Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) at EMU.
In addition to her work with students, Motschall assists
corporate, small business and non-profit organizations with
media communications and proposal development.
Motschall
She has been a member of the PRSA Detroit Board of
Directors since 2001 and has been instrumental in the advancement of such
programs as Detroit's annual student development conference, the Public
Relations Student Association of America (PRSSA) Detroit Protege Program and
the Detroit Scholarship Committee.
Several faculty from the College of Health and Human Services received awards
at the annual meeting of the Michigan Association of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation, and Dance (MAHPERD) in Tra verse City Nov. 17. Michael
Paciorek, professor of health promotion and human performance, received the
Honor Award for Distinguished Service, MAHPERD's highest award. Alumni
receiving awards were: Kirk Pedersen (Elementary Teacher of the Year);
Ranae Woods (Edwards) (Middle School Teacher of the Year); and Elizabeth
Adams (Brown) (Adapted Physical Education Teacher of the Year). EMU
students Genny Hann and Lindsay Stuart both won Outsta nding Physical
Education M ajor of the Year.
George Liepa, professor of nutrition, had his article, "The
Battle of the Titans" published i n the November 2005 issue
of IN FORM. In the article, Liepa makes the argument that
dietary omega-3 fatty acids, those found in fish oil, have a
greater impact on mortality - relative to coronary heart
disease and cancer - than statin drugs.
Joanne Caniglia, professor of mathematics, recently was
featured in the Ann Arbor News and recognized for her
service to the Ypsilanti Public Schools. Since 1995, she has
secured more than 12 state and federal grants, trained
Liepa
future and current teachers, and worked with Ypsilanti
students to improve their math skills. Caniglia has run Estabrook's after-school
math club for seven years. Caniglia's EMU students take part in a math methods
course at Estabrook each January. The course works with grades 1-5 in a 90minute math club. She was referred to as a "godsend to the district."
Cory Emal, professor of chemistry, recently received a prestigious $30,000
Faculty Start-Up Award from the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation. The

award was one of only 10 presented in the nation this year. The grant, awarded
Aug. 11, 2005, supports various initial costs for his research, which involves the
design and synthesis of novel, small molecules that show activity against the
parasitic etiological agents of tropical diseases, initially focusing on malaria.
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ANTIG O N E : (from left) Lauren Herrick, a freshman from Hartland, as Antigone, and James SVliendsem,
a senior from Adrian, as King Creon, rehearse a scene from EMU Theatre's production of "Antigone."
Antigone is a con temporary look at the classic Greek tragedy in which a clash of heroism and authority
ends in an ultimate act of civil disobedience. Competition between Antigone's two brothers over t•e
control of Thebes leads to a civil war that ends in the death of both brothers. Their uncle, Creon,
ascends to the thone and honors one brother as a hero while ordering the body of the other to remain
on the battlefield to r•t. When Antigone attempts to bury her shamed brother, Creon asks her to
collaborate with her in a criminal cover-up. Antigone's refusal leads to a powerful exploration of
martyrdom, civil autt,ority and religious dogma. The play is scheduled Feb. 10-11, 8 p.rn.; Feb. 12, 2
p.m.; and Feb. 16-18, 8 p.m., in Sponberg Theatre. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for EMU
students. Advance tickets purchased 30 minutes or more before showtime are discounted $3.
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LIKE A ROCK: A number of former All-American wrestlers for Eastern Michigan University turned out
for the dedication of the Dean L. Rockwell Wrestling Facility Jan. 21. At the conclusion of the
dedication, the wrestlers paid tribute by touching the bronze sculpture of a rock created in honor of
Rockwell, a 1935 graduate and former wrestler. Rockwell, who died in 2005 at age 93, made a
significant contribution that allowed for Gymnasium A in the Warner Building to be renovated into a
wrestling facility.
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Eastern Michigan University'� United Way team came roaring through the finish line to help the University surpass
its goal of $120 00 for the ccmpus' "Racing for Results" campaign. Some major numbers from the campaign,
which wrapped .JP in early Jcnuary, are as follc ws:
Total raised : $ 1 2 2,267

GOAL THIS YEAR
· $1 20.000 -

Number of emp oyees who p3rticipated:

701

TO DATE

Leadership Givers 35

- $122.267

Campus particii: at1on rate: 33.5 percent

Source: University Comm•nications

WASHTENAW COUNTY

UNITED WAY
PLEDGE DRIVE · 2 00 5

-·---
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Jan. 31, 2006 issue
News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• Take the 2006
Health and Fitness
Challenge
• Go awa_y for credit
• President for a Day
applicants sought
• Facuty/staff
academic advising
training
• 2006-07 CAS
scholarships
available
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• Take the 2006 Health and Fitness Challenge: Get fit, stay motivated
and have fun! There's no time like the present to set goals and reach
them. The REC/IM, the Office of Nutrition Services and the Health
Education team bring you the 2006 Health and Fitness Challenge. The
challenge is open to faculty, staff or students. Individuals or teams
(made up of 2-5 people) are invited to participate in a 10-week
competition where participants set weekly health, fitness and personal
wellness goals. Participants win points to earn prizes, through any of the
following: meeting exercise and/or weight loss goals and attending health
and wellness seminars. Cost is $5 to participate and the individual or
team captain must attend ONE of the mandatory information meetings.
Information captains meetings are scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 31, noon,
fifth floor, Rec/IM or Wednesday, Feb. 1, 6 p.m., fifth floor, Rec/IM.
Registration for the program runs through Thursday, Feb. 1. The program
runs Feb. 6-March 31. For more information, contact Barb Figurski at the
Rec/IM, 487-1338, or the Office of Nutrition Services, 108 Roosevelt at
487-6572.
• Go away for credit: The Office of
Academic Programs Abroad/World
College announces the Winter Study
Abroad Fair Wednesday, Feb. 1, 10
a.m.-2 p.m., McKenny Union
Ballroom. The fair will feature
program directors, returning study
abroad students, a financial aid
adviser, a travel agent and a chance
to enter a free raffle for two $250
study abroad awards, applicable to
any spring/summer or fall 2006
EMU study abroad program fee. For
more information, visit
www.emich.edu/abroad or call
Justin Meilgaard or Benita Goldman
at 487-2424.

EXTEND YOUR HORIZONS: A
Study Abroad Fair is scheduled
Feb. 1, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., McKenny
Union Ballroom.

• Faculty/staff academic advising training: The Academic Advising
Center in 301 Pierce has scheduled additional academic adviser training.
The training is designed to update faculty and staff who are involved in
advising undergraduate students. Sessions will cover policy and
procedures as they relate to general undergraduate academic advising.
Topics will include an outline of the current general education
requirements, updates on recent changes in satisfying the requirements,
an outline of the current advising structure and services, and others.
Please forward this message to the appropriate people in your
department and encourage them to attend one of the sessions scheduled
Feb. 8, 1-4 p.m., or Feb. 21, 9 a.m.-noon. Both sessions are scheduled in
Room 111, Halle library. Additional sessions may be added as demand

dictates. Space is limited, so please R.S.V.P. Bob Salisbury at
robert.salisbury@emich.edu or call 487-21 7 1 .
• Presid
for a
Day
applic
sought

Pres id e,t,illMlililllililiiill
for a
Day is a one-day exchange program that creates a unique learning
opportunity for one EMU student and EMU President John Fallon. Each will
reverse their roles for a day and gain valuable insight into the everyday
experiences of a typical student and the University's leader. Exposure to
these different perspectives will expand networks, stimulate empathy,
generate ideas and facilitate greater understanding of the strengths,
weaknesses and opportunities of the institution. For more information
and an application, go to www.emich .edu/campyslife/president or call
487-3045. The application deadline is Friday Feb. 10. The actual event is
scheduled March 7 .

• 2006-07 CAS scholarships available: The deadline to submit

applications for the College of Arts & Sciences 2006-2007 scholarships is
Friday, Feb. 1 7 . Descriptions, criteria and applications for each
scholarship can be found on the CAS website at:
http://www.emich.edu/cas/stu -scholarships .html

• Call for Teaching Excellence nominations: EMU's Alumni Association

is beginning the selection process to determine professors who will be
honored at the 16th Annual Teaching Excellence Awards. Please help us
identify faculty members who have most impacted students during their
years at Eastern Michigan by submitting a nominatio n . You may review
criteria and download an application at
www.emich.edu/alumni/awards/tea. When nominating, please provide a
complete application and a letter of nomination. Additional letters of
support also are welcome. Please forward your nomination to the Office
for Alumni Relations, 1349 S. Huron Street, Suite 2, no later than Friday,
March 3. For questions, call 487-0250.
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"I see students of all ages discover
more about who they are, and , I get
to help them discover strengths and
talents they may not have
developed yet."

Phil Schmitz
Associate Professor/

Interim Department He d
History and Philosophy

I

began at EMU in 1990 cs a lecturer. In 1993, I was elected to tenure-track and becam: an associate professor.
Since July 2004, I have served as the interim department head of history and philosophy.
My strong attraction to EMU comes from my sense of identification with many of the students. I came from a
similar backgroLnd. I'm a Midwesterner. My immediate and extended families all worked n the auto industry.
Before I was teaching and during my college years, I supported myself by working in an auto plant. So, I
understand the ,ery important changes that occur when you go from a working-class background to the world of
higher education.
I enjoy helping students a:hieve their life and career goals. I see students of all ages discover more about whc
they are, and I get to help them discover strengths and talents they may not have develcped yet. I think that's
the most satisfy ng part of working at the Un iversity.
Eastern Michigan also has provided me with many tremendous opportunities. From an ea·ly point in my
experience here, I was able to travel with Academic Programs Abroad. I went from having no international
experience to having quite a bit of international experience. I got to know my students better and learned mo�
about myself. As a result, I've become a better teacher and a better researcher.
Now, in my role as an interim department head, I'm able, often enough, to be of service to students. I provide a
little advising or assist transfer students with course equivalencies. I help them progress :oward their degree.

Through interaction I have with colleagues in this department, I feel I've done a good deal of development as a
teacher. The level of intellecb.Jal life of our department is very invigorating.
This is a slogan I put on every syllabus: "Ignorance is the worst oppressor." Education is the cure .
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